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The Btabbom flame is split 
In two, and one discordant half divides 
Again. I shudder, father, at the sight. 

'Je n'en vois pas la neeessitL ' 

It is well known that the Comte d'Argenson, 
Intendant of Paris, on Desfontaines' remarking to 
him by way of excuse, * H faut bien que je vive, ' 
made reply, ' Je n'en vois pas la ngcessitS.' This 
has been traced back to Tertullian, Idolat. 5 (see 
King's Class, and For. Quot, No. 1184). A 
more ultimate source seems to be Seneca, Epist. 
12, 8. f. : 'Malum est in necessitate vivere, sed 
in necessitate vivere necessitas nulla est. Quidni 
nulla sit ? Patent undique ad libertatem vise multse, 
breves, faciles. Agamus Deo gratias quod nemo 
in vita teneri potest; calcare ipsas necessitates 
lioet.' See also his Phoen. 153, aud Cunliffe's 
remarks upon it in his Influence of Seneca upon 
Elizabethan Tragedy. 



Albert S. Cook. 
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A NOTE ON THE InbrodmUme alle Vir^. 

Among the numerous works of Mediaeval liter- 
ature which were influenced more or less power- 
fully and directly by the Consolatio PhilosophicB 
of Boethius, one of the most interesting, by reason 
both of its linguistic and literary excellence, and 
also of the doubts attaching to its authorship and 
the date of its composition, is the Introdtmone alle 
yirtH, attributed to Bono Giamboni. Gaspary* 
states that the Latin work served as a model for 
the Italian, and this statement, though not based 
upon a thorough investigation,' seems reasonable, 
since Boethius is quoted in the Introduzione," and 
since points of resemblance between the Latin and 
Italian works abound. 

Any investigation into the sources of the Iniro- 
dumme should take account, not only of the work 
of Boethius, but also of the Elegia de diversitate 

^Sloria deOa leii. Ual., i, 165. 

'Casini (Grober's Grundrias, n, 3, 1, pp. 44, n. 3), 
draws attention to the need for an investigation of the 
sources of the Introduiione. 

»Cf., for example, ed. Tassi, Florence, 1836, p. 233. 



fortunoe et philosophicB Consolaiione, of Arrigo da 
Settimello, since the Inirodwnone and the last- 
named work bear a striking resemblance to each 
other in at least one particular. When Philosophy 
first appears to the author of the Introdtieione he 
notices that from her is generated a brilliant light : 

"E della detta figura nascea una luce tanto 
grande e profonda, che abbagliava gli occhi di 
colore, che guardare la volieno ; sicchS poche 
persone la poteano fermamente mirare. E deUa 
detta luce nasceano sette grandi e maravigliosi 
splendori, che alluminavano tutto il mondo." * 

The identity of these seven splendors, which is 
not revealed in the text of the Introduzione, would 
appear to be the seven sciences of the trivium 
and the quadrivium. That they are such is not 
a matter of conjecture, highly probable in the 
present case, since these sciences are personified 
as goddesses who accompany Philosophy when she 
first appears to Arrigo da Settimello : 

Hanc phronesin dictam septens cohois comitatur, 

Preebnit officium cuilibet ilia suum. 
Prima fovet pueros ; alia soligizat ; amcenat 

Tertia coUoquiis : perticat ilia solum ; 
Eieec abacum monstrat ; alia philoniinat ; et altum 

Erigit ad superos septima virgo caput. 
His prsedicta dea sedit comitata deabus." 

That the author of the Inirodvaimie had easy 
access to the work of Arrigo da Settimello is 
certain, since we learn from F. Villani that 
"Henrigettus . . . primam discentibus artem 
aptissimus, per scholas Italise continuo frequen- 
tatur." • It would, therefore, seem that the iden- 
tity of the seven splendors is not a subject for 
doubt And whereas in this instance Arrigo 
ofiers a source for the Introdimone, in Boethius 
we find no mention of any seven splendors, or any 
equivalent therefor. 



J. A. Chiu). 
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* Op. eU., p. 234 

' Leyser, Histaria poetarum el poemaiwm, mMi ceei, Hate. 
Magdeb., 1721, p. 476. 

•Quoted by Milanesi (H BoasioeL'Arrighetto, Florence, 
1864, p. Izxii), without page reference from F. Villani, 
De Benrieo a Septimdlo, in Liher de dmtatibus FlorentuB 
famosis ambus, Florentiee, Mazzoni, 1846, which is inac- 
cessible to me. 



